Kagera RC
commends
Café Africa
for support

From MEDDY MUUISA in
Bukoba

AGERA  Rogional

Commissioner

(RC)Y. M Gen

Chardes Mbuge has

mmended  Cate

Africa (T) for supporting gov

cmiment effoits to lprove the

colfee industry, appaling for
other NGO to borunw a kil

Equally, he ch.\llenz}:x.\t
vouths to take a holistc
approach ry engaging in volfee
prochaction as this woulld crote
more employment oppodtin-
ties to them Instod of loitering
in towns in scarch of joles

He made the appaal on
Friday while bunching the five
yoar Sustainable Rejuvenation
of Robusta Coffee Production
Project in Kagera Region being
implemented  with  funding
irom Caié Africa (T).

The project is aimed to
incroase coffee production and
productivity and improve tiveli-
hoods of smaltholder farmers,

“The govemment highly
appreciated  the support by
Café Africa (T) to improwe the
production and productivity of

relying on elderly poople,” he
sid.

Maj Gen Mbuge also
tasked  authoritics in the eight
distid. coundils- Biharamulo,
Muleba, Bukoha DCKarmgwe,
Ngam, Kyerwa, Bukoba MC
and Missenyi- to ensure that
they allocate enough land o
the youths for production pur-

poses.

Café Africa (T) Executive
Sccretwry, Ms Dafrosa Sanga
informed him that undes the
five-year progamme (2020
2029) at least 22250 farm-
ers would be rached while
45 Extension Officuss-awould
undergo taining on modem
coffee husbandry praciices.

Al last 250 demonstra-
tion plots would be established
to cnable the farmers get on
farm-best practices. To-date sev-
eral coffee nurseries had already
been esablished at Biimbo
(Muleba), Ibrvera (Bukoba
D).

“In  collaboration  with
rescarchers at TACRI Manuku
we have identified clonal robus-
1a varieties which are resistant
to Coffee Wikt Disease (CWD),
Under the progamme we
expedt to produce over 600,000
Clonal Robusta varieties which
would be distributed to the
farmners for plnting,” she said,

In a message sent through
video conference, Café Africa
(T) National Coordinator, Ms
Nadia Hourau, on behalf of the
donor (JDE-Holland), assured
the government of continued
support to Improve the coffee
ir 3
“We congratulate President
Samia Suhihu Hassan for being
swom-n to the highest office,
Café Africa (T) would also like
to see mare women and youths
taking a big role in the produc-
tion of cofiee 10 ncrease the
incomes at their households,”
she said.

Zonal Coffie Manager at
TACRI Maruku, Dr Nyabisi
Nghoma, on the other hand,
mentioned three major col-
fee diseases affecting Robusta
varieties as Coffee Wilt Discase
(CWD), Leaf Rust and Black
Coffee Borer,

However, he said efforts
were being taken by research-
ers to get best Robusta variet-
ies which were resistant 1 the
diseases, appealing for more
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